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This article consists of an introduction and fifteen pictures. 

Pictures are available on request. 
 

 
 
The Koninklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap (Royal Cultural Society of Batavia / Jakarta) edited a 
beautiful jubilee volume (above) dedicated to Johannes Rach and his work in 1928. Johannes Rach 
was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1720. His father was an innkeeper. Rach worked as a painter 
in Russia, Sweden and in Denmark. In 1750 he moved to The Netherlands and worked as a painter 
in Haarlem. 

 
 
In 1756 he married Maria Valenzijn and later a daughter was born. 
Because of poverty he left for Asia in 1762 to serve as a gunner with 
the “Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie”  V.O.C. (Dutch East India 
Company, V.O.C. for short). His wife and daughter stayed behind, he 

never saw them again. Rach made a career in the military hierarchy. In 1779 he became a major 
with the artillery in Batavia / Jakarta. 
 
Rach died in 1783 and left behind: 
- a house along Rua Malacca in Jakarta Kota, 
- cash money, 
- registered securities, 
- furniture, carriages, horses, slaves, paintings, gold, silver, clothes an a lot of wine.  
 
He was a member of the Bataviaasch Genootschap voor Kunsten en Wetenschappen, predecessor of 
the Koninklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap. 
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End of the article 
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